
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Lake Hiawatha families,  
 

Please join us in wearing blue to celebrate World Autism 
Awareness Day on Thursday, April 2nd!   Within the Lake Hiawatha 
school community, we have the opportunity to educate students with 
many different kinds of unique learning needs, including those on the 
autism spectrum.  We have attached a variety of links to websites, 
books, and videos that explain what autism is and help teach tolerance 
and inclusivity.  We encourage you and your child(ren) to explore these 
resources and talk about them.  We have also included a printable 
Autism Awareness ribbon to color and display.  As always, feel free to 
share pictures with your child(ren)’s teacher(s) via email, Seesaw, Class 
Dojo, or Twitter with #LakeHiElem! 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Christopher Birge, Board Certified Behavior Analyst   
Melanie Medina, Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant   
       
 
 
 
 
 

April 2nd is  
World Autism 

Awareness Day  

~Grow Your Awareness~  



 
 
 
 
   Kids Health:  https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/autism.html 
   CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/kids/autism.html#questions 
   Autism Speaks: https://www.autismspeaks.org/ 
 
 
 

All My Stripes      
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gaLxpifMcQ&t=6s 
This is the story of Zane, a zebra with autism, who worries that his differences 
make him stand out from his peers. With careful guidance from his mother, Zane 
learns that autism is only one of many qualities that make him special.  

 
Autism Is…? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l55N8AcvpcA 
Logan overhears his grandma tell her friend he has autism, and he asks her, 
”Autism is...?” She explains it to him in this beautifully illustrated story.  

 
Since We’re Friends 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6Sy3FT82fg 
Matt’s autism doesn’t keep him from having fun! Even when he struggles in 
social situations, his friend is there to help him out. By working together, a best 
friend’s understanding and compassion change Matt’s frustration into 
excitement. 

 
Amazing Things Happen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbwRrVw-CRo 
This short film gives an uplifting introduction to autism for young, non-autistic audiences, 
aiming to raise awareness, understanding and tolerance in future generations.  
 
What is Autism https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ls93mSKrEr8 
This short, animated presentation describes the symptoms of autism.  
 

Sesame Street and Autism  https://autism.sesamestreet.org/ 
This nationwide initiative was created to spread awareness and understanding of 
autism. Aimed at younger audiences, this site offers resources and videos with 
Sesame Street’s new character with autism, Julia.  

~Resources~  
General Information:  

Books and Videos:  



 
 


